Lake Mills University
Adult and Continuing Education Division

Accelerated Evening Program
6:00 pm – 10:00 pm
SPANISH 1 SYLLABUS

Textbook/Workbook:


¡A Conversar! Level 1 Student Workbook

Pronto Spanish Services, 2006.

A good Spanish-English English-Spanish dictionary is also recommended for home study.

Course Description:

This is an introductory Spanish course for English speaking students with little or no Spanish background.  The emphasis in this course will be on communication and will be taught using a variety of interactive methods.  Even though proper pronunciation, grammar usage and vocabulary are very important to excel in speaking, writing and listening effectively, regular attendance, participation in classroom activities, and conversation exercises are keys to success.

Objectives:
· Understand basic Spanish vocabulary.

· Develop basic listening and comprehension skills.

· Be able to communicate basic phrases in Spanish.

· Be able to read and understand basic Spanish texts.

· Understand the basic cultural aspects necessary for communication in Spanish. 

· ¡Divertirse!  (Have fun!)
Evaluation:
This is an introductory 3-credit course.  There are no prerequisites.  Students will be evaluated on attendance (20%), participation (20%), papers (50%), and final exam (10%).
Assignments:

You are expected to meet with your learning team once a week outside of class for a cultural experience/event.  You will then write a 2-page reflection upon each of your experiences.  Some examples of cultural events include:  
· Shopping at a Mexican grocery store
· Making a food dish from a Spanish-speaking country

· Attending a event/celebration from the Spanish-speaking world (Cinco de mayo, religious service in the Spanish-language, etc.)

· Salsa dance lessons

· Volunteering in a Spanish-speaking neighborhood (tutoring, Habitat-for-Humanity, food bank, etc.)

· Interview a native Spanish-speaker regarding his/her country of origin and culture.

There are many other activities to experience another culture.  Please see me for prior approval.

You are also expected to complete a 8-10 page research paper on an issue of your interest relating to the Spanish-speaking world.  You will present these on the last day of class.  

Some ideas include:

· Immigration policies

· Rights and barriers of the undocumented worker living in the United States

· NAFTA

· Maquiladoras on the U.S./Mexican border
· Bull-fighting (and/or other popular pastimes such as soccer)
· Culture differences (family, time, etc.)
Course Schedule
The following schedule describes the topics and vocabulary that will be covered each session.  In addition to the new vocabulary presented each week, you will be learning common conversational phrases and basic grammar rules.  You will be expected to review and study the vocabulary and concepts learned as homework for the upcoming sessions.
	Session
	Topics

	1
	Introduction

Greetings/Basic Greetings

Colors

Numbers 0-10



	2
	Body Parts

Spanish Pronunciation

Food (Recipe:  Gazpacho)

Ordering Food



	3
	Numbers 11-1000

Common Phrases

Likes/Dislikes

Family



	4
	Question Words

Basic Verbs – present tense

Time

Days of the Week

Months of the Year



	5
	Review

Presentations

“Fiesta”

Evaluation


